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The focus of this ongoing research project has been to identify, visit, and to visually
record gardens in Sussex (UK), which have been historically open to the public and -
— where possible —— to integrate the stories of the garden owners and their staff into
a wider social narrative. Utilization was made of the National Garden Scheme’s (NGS)
‘“Yellow Books’ through visits to Hatchlands in Surrey where they were scanned, and
later upon return to Japan, the entries for Sussex were transcribed into a database
serving as the basis for future research on each individual garden. Exploratory work
performed using the University of Sussex’s Mass Observation archive was also
conducted. In excess of twenty garden sites in Sussex were visited and
photographically recorded at various seasons, some open to the public, others by
private arrangement such as at Twyford House. Several articles have been planned in
outline, for example, one with a focus on the preponderance of gardens in Ashdown
Forest, and | am working towards a book featuring comprehensive biographies of more
than 200 gardens and their owners, highlighting the wider implications for local

communities and garden—derived identities.
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