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PRELUDE

I would sing as the Wind,

As the autumn Wind, big with rain and sad with prenatal dread.

I would sing as the Storm,

As the Storm whipped by the lightning and strong with giant despair.
I would sing as the Snow;

Wailing and hissing and writhing in the merciless grasp of the Blizzard.
I would sing as the Prairie;

As the Prairie droning, in the heat, satisfied, drowsy and mystical.
For I am a part of the Prairie,

Kin to the Wind and the Lightning.

I love as the Prairie might love;

As the Storm would hate, I hate.

1 feel the despair of the Storm,

Rejoice with the joy of the River.

Even as these would sing in their differing moods, I sing !
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I join the armies of the Cloud,
The Lightning and the Rain.

Oh subtle in the sap athrill,
Athletic in the glad uplift,

A portion of the Cosmic Will,
I pierce the planet-drift.

My God and I shall interknit
As rain and Ocean, breath and Air;
And Oh, the luring thought of it

Is prayer !
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ENVOI

OH seek me not within a tomb;
Thou shalt not find me in the clay!
I pierce a little wall of gloom

To mingle with the Day !

I brothered with the things that pass,
Poor giddy Joy and puckered Grief;
I go to brother with the Grass

And with the sunning Leaf.

Not Death can sheathe me in a shroud;
A joy-sword whetted keen with pain,
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It seems I must

At length become too much the kin of Dust.
Ah me, the fever born of Hate and Lust !
Ah me, the senseless unmelodic din !

Ah me, the soul-hope sick with fleshly sin !

And in my prison ancient dreams grow up

To fill with dust my cracked and thirst-betraying cup;
Dreams mantled in the purple of dead glory

That filled the @ons out of reach of human story:

Not always have I worn these dusty rags !

The Purpose of my being falters, lags,

And I am sick, sick, sick to live again.

Yet not because of this poor dust-born pain

Do I cry out and grope about for thee.

I hear the far cry of my destiny

Whose meaning sings beyond the furthest sun.

I faint in these red chains, and I would 'rise and run,
O Center of the Scheme,

Star-Flinger, Beauty-Builder, Shaping Dream !
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What part have I in sequent wretched eves,

Blear dawns, dull noons, the budding and the falling of the leaves?
Why must I drag about this chain of years,

Long rusted red with tears?

Why must I crawl when I have wings to fly?

Behold thy child — the Winged One —itis 1!

At times here in the dust
1 lift my head, I strive to sing — I must!
The miracle of growing wraps me round !
Light! Sound!
Form! Motion! Upward yearning! Outward reaching!
A universal praying, dumb beseeching !
I feel that [ am more than flesh and futile,
A being ultra-carnal, super-brutal !
I understand these growing green beseechers,
These hopeful climbers and these earnest reachers !
I understand their yearnings every one,
How each tense fibre hungers for the sun !
I lay my hand upon the sturdy weed
Whose darkling purpose burst the prison-seed
And cleft the mud and took its light and dew,
Looked up, reached out, believed in life — and grew !
I know that we are kin;
That hope is virtue and that doubt is sin;
And o’er me comes a hungering for song :
1 lift my voice — I falter. Ah, the long
Dumb years, the aching nights and days !
And yet I raise
My unavailing, immelodious cry.
Thine erstwhile singing child —behold | —"Tis I !

In this strange wretched prison of the soul

Shall I not lose my swiftness for the Goal?
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PRAYER OF AN ALIEN SOUL

O CENTER of the Scheme,

Star-Flinger, Beauty-Builder, Shaping Dream !

Now as the least in all thy space I stand

An alien in a strange and lonesome land.

1 lift a little voice of pigmy pain;

I hurl it out —up —down — and shall I cry in vain?
Hear thou the prayer that struggles in this song —

Let me not linger long !

I crave the boon of dying into life !

Extend a pitying knife

And let these flesh-gyves part, let me be free !
Are we not kin ? Am I not part of thee?

Am I not as a ripple in a cranny of thy sea?
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See God and laugh no more.
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hands of a capricious Master !

There was movement in the air, motion in the leaves, a stirring in the grass,
Even as of the reverent moving about of a congregation.

Yet I stood alone in my temple; I stood alone and was not afraid.

But once a Something glided into my temple

And I became afraid !

As the Moon-Woman of the Greeks the Something seemed,
Lithe and swift and pale,

A fitting human sheath for the keen chaste spirit of a sword !
And then it seemed my temple was too small.

The Presence filled it to the furthest nook !

There was no lonesomeness in any cranny !

I knelt — and was afraid !

I felt the Presence in the winds;
I heard it in the streams;
I'saw it in the restless changing of the clouds !

I tried to be as I had been, unbending, not afraid — godless.

Subtle as the scent of the unseen swinging censer of the wild flowers

That Presence crept upon me !

I fled from the terrible sunlight that burned the dome of my temple !
Childlike I hid my head in the darkness !

But I am not alone.

Where I have laughed defiantly into the blind emptiness,

Something moves !

I have placed my irreverent hand upon a Something in the Shadow !
I tremble lest the Thing shall illumine itself as the Dawn;

I tremble lest at last I must see God —
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THE TEMPLE OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS

LO !T am the builder of a temple!
Even I, who groped so long for God
And laughed the cackling laugh to find the darkness empty,

I am the builder of a temple !

The toiling shoulders of my dream heaved up the arch

And set the pillars of the Dawn,

The burning pillars of the Evening and the Dawn,

Under the star-sprent, sun-shot, moon-enchanted dome of blue !

And I, who knew no God,
Stood straight, unhumbled in my temple:
1 did not fear the subtle Mystery of the Darkness,

And I was only glad to feel the miraculous rush of sunlight in my blood !

1 did not bend the knee.
I was unafraid, unashamed, careless and defiant.
I was a laughing Ego that felt within itself the thrill of potential godhood:

I stood as in the centre of the Universe and laughed !

And in my temple there were songs and organ tones,

And there was a silent Something holier than prayer.

I heard the winds and the streams and the sounds of many birds:
I heard the shouting of storms and the moaning of snows;

I heard my heart, and it was lifted up in song.

The Wind passing in a gust was as though an organ had been stricken by the
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Sound, sight, day, night
Fade, flee thence;

Vanished is the brief, hard
World of sense.

Hark ! Is it the plump grape

Crooning from the fence?

Droning of the surf where
Far seas boom ?

Chanting of the weird stars
Big with Doom ?
Humming of the god-flung

Shuttles of a loom ?

O’er the brooding Summer
A green hush clings,

Save the sound of weaving
Wee, soft things:
Everywhere a mother

Weaves and sings.
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Lovingly, longingly,
Labors without rest
Every happy cornstalk,
Weaving at her breast
Such a cozy cradle

For the coming guest.

In the flowing pastures,
Where the cattle feed,
Such a hidden love-storm,
Dying into seed —

Blue grass, slough grass,
Wild flower, weed !

Mark the downy flower-coats
In the hollyhocks !

Hark, the cooing Wheat-Soul
Weaving for her flocks !
Croon-time, June-time,

Moon of baby frocks !

Rocking by the window,
Wrapt in visionings,

Lo, the gentle mother
Sews and sings,
Shaping to a low song
Wee, soft things !

Patiently, hopefully,
Early, late,

How the wizard fingers
Weave with Fate

For the naked youngling
Crying at the Gate !
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THE WEAVERS

| Suxs fash, stars drift,

| Comes and goes the moon;
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THE WEAVERS

SUNS flash, stars drift,
Comes and goes the moon;
Ever through the wide miles
Corn-fields croon

Patiently, hopefully,

A low, slow tune.
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