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Social Intercourse

S

Tl

Andover, Jan. 24, 1892

Amusement & Methods Social Reform, etc.

Arts Reading

|Meth0ds of Social Reform |

Schools have been built, penny readings started, penny banks, libraries, and
various useful institutions established, and yet crime and ignorance and
drunkenness show no apparent diminution — nay, sometimes they show an
increase.

Poverty, Ignorance and Vice

Good moral public amusements

1. Musical entertainments

It is more important for the poorer classes. Richer class can enjoy themselves in
periodical visits to large city, in tours abroad, etc. # A\ =14 J- )" Amusement
P ALY
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For recreation
(2) National sports
(3) Theater, dancing, arts

The Relation of Amusement with Civilization

Among the means towards a higher civilization I unhesitatingly assert that the
deliberate cultivation of public amusement is a principle one. (W. Stanley Jevons)

It is very important to cultivate and multiply and refine it.

Amusements are for recreation, health, moral, intellect, economy.

Means of Amusements

Free library, Newsroom, Public-house, Music hall, Public garden, Museums At
E2EY)
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Opinion of Jevons

“I have no wish to disparage Theatres, Art Galleries, Museums, Public Libraries,

Science Lectures, and various other social institutions, the value and true uses of

which I may perhaps attempt to estimate on some other occasions; but I am certain

that music is the best means of popular recreation.
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It fulfils all the requirements. In the first place, it involves no bodily fatigue, since
it can best be enjoyed sitting down. To inspect a picture gallery or a museum is
always a tiring work, neither exercise nor repose; the standing or stooping posture,
the twisting of the neck, and the straining of the eyes, tend to produce, after a few
hours, a state approaching nervous and muscular exhaustion.”

FENEL F IV H FIRD BB X 72 5 HRE s 578 5 FHEK % recreate A
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A comfortable seat, a supply of fresh air, and a quiet audience, are requisite
physical conditions for the enjoyment of music, but these being secured, a good
musical performance, at least for those who have any appreciation of harmony and
melody, is perfect repose.

The music, in short, holds the mind enchained just so long as there is energy of
thought to spare; in the meantime the body remains in a perfect state of repose.
ZRYR L) FRG RO v a b

1. Theater is more expensive

2. Music is more pure than drama

12
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Music Jevons

I remember no open-air music in the whole of London of the kind which I
advocate. With all our vast expenditure on the army, cannot they spare us a band?”
Popular outdoor concerts in London.

Musseus says

Music, man’s sweetest joy,

|Popular Amusement |
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Public libraries

Among the methods of social reform which are comparatively easy of
accomplishment and sure in action, may be placed the establishment of Free

Public Libraries.

Amusement

Men are actually
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Draw the line, as we think we could, in according with the demands of the right
reason, right faith, right caste, and right morals.

Happiers Magazine

Advantage of Amusement

“Pleasure, or wrong or rightly understood,: Our greatest evil or our greatest good.

Pope.
We are subject in life to two great classes of emotions - those of pleasure and
those of pain. Those emotions may spring from within or without; they may
proceed from the mind or from the bodily senses. We may be pleased or pained by
a look, a word, or a thought, as surely as by heat and cold, and sweet and bitter,
and the other thousands and one outward agencies. (A Plea for Amusements). But
however those feelings may arise, they determine our happiness for the time being.
They are antagonist principles; and according as the one or the other prevails, in
the case of any of us, our life is made happy or miserable.

Considered in this light, pleasure is a word of very broad signification. It
embraces every thing that ministers to our happiness, whether of a serious or gay
and light nature. Hence we have the pleasures of labor, as truly as the pleasures
of recreation; the pleasures of solitude, as well as the pleasures of society; the

pleasures of the house of worship, as well as those of the house of feasting.

| The definition of Amusement |

All of those aids to pleasure that are of a light and airy nature are denominated
amusements. The name comes from the Latin musa, a song, signifying to allure
the attention lightly, like a song. Amusements are only one of the thousand classes

of aids to pleasure. There is embraced under the head of amusements all those



entertainments, diversions, sports, recreations, pastimes, games, and plays, that
belong to the light, cheerful, and sportive employments of our powers of body and

mind, in distinction from those that are laborious and serious.

|C0ntents of Ch. 1 of A Plea for Amusements |

1. Traces the origin of the hostility to amusements

2. First recorded trace of asceticism

3. Anti-ascetic character of precepts and practice of Christ

4. Contrast between Pharisaic and early Christian creed

5. Establishment of monastic H{5 @ institutions

6. Practical import of language of monastics

7. Creed of Romish church

8. Effect of reformation

9. Present sentiment of Christian church towards amusements

10. Present position of amusements

|Everything in its placel
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View of Jesus and Amusements

We find nothing indicative of ascetic or monastic principles among them, until we
reach the time of the Pharisees /3') 1 | some two or three centuries anterior to

the Christian era. We find numerous feast days established, and commanded to be
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kept, but few or no fast days. We find a multitude of seasons set apart for rejoicing,
while but one day set apart for “afflicting their souls.” We find the tendency of
the whole feast-day and holy-day economy was to bring the people together in
social worship and rejoicing, but nothing tending to drive them asunder and into
solitude; ......

“rejoice before the Lord.”

INHL A NN T 52 % = %)V Vows

“heavy burdens”

“Hence they fasted often”

FUAIKEBER=DF ) NEX=ATERER D . LKL Do Amusement
ZHMED o

The pleasures of this world

Amusements of this society

The Thought of ascetic

“Hence the words pleasure, amusement, joy, delight, and happiness, were only
synonymes of the word sin, as the words self-denial, abstinence, mortification,

penance, and self-infliction, were synonymes of the words grace and virtue.

LBHAMT 7 ) A OFHEEE S THRZE T b F A/ FHAML R OJEF
ZE90 Lo
Such unnatural creed of the Xn Church from about the 5th to the 16th century.

For more than ten centuries, such was the established creed of the whole
Christian church. The genius of Christianity then appeared to men in the form of a
grim-visaged monster, exiling and entombing living men and women, cutting them
off from society, and from the comforts of life, and imposing on them painful

mortifications of body, and comforting them with assurances of rewards in another
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world proportioned to the pains and sufferings endured here. For all that period,
every thing in the nature of pleasures and amusements were regarded as deadly
poisons to the soul; and penances, vows, and mortifications of the flesh, as the
only unfailing antidotes. The former were looked upon as in conspiracy against

man's best good, and the faithful crossed ......” etc.
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Xn Church and Amusement
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[Contents of Chapter (2)]

1. Treats of propriety of enjoying the pleasures of life generally

2. Present feeling towards amusements illustrated
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3. Amusements a subdivision of pleasures

4. Subject never thoroughly examined

5. Propriety of enjoying bounties of Providence 28
6. Testimony of nature to that point

7. Testimony of revelation

8. Historical testimony

9. Free enjoyment of providential bounties conducive to long life

10. To full and healthy development of system

11. To good morals

12. Best antidote to indolence, superstition, bigotry, and cruelty

The Propriety of Enjoying The Bounties of Providence

I begin by remarking “that all of these were created by an all-wise and beneficent 29
Being, and strewed in the path of man, not to pamper, nor to pervert, but to feed
his natural appetite, and make him healthier, happier, and better. They were

created for his pleasure. Man was made for happiness here, as well as hereafter.

That is apparent in the whole design of creation.

If every thing is not designed with a view to make man a happy, joyous being,

why was the earth clothed with beauty? Why her magnificent canopy? Why her 30
surface blooming with roses and bursting with verdure? Why her ever-varying
features, her ever- changing hues, her treasures of beauty, her precious diamonds,

and her glistening ores? Why was man created with an eye for all these beauties,

and a heart keenly alive to all their charms, if they were not made for him and he

for them? Why was all nature created vocal with melody ? Why was it ordained 31
that the hum of the insect, the song of the bird, the rippling of the streamlet,

the sighing of the wind, the roar of the cataract, the surging of the ocean, the



waving of the forest, the low moan of the distant thunder, all, all should strike
harmoniously on the ear of man, thrilling him with delight ? The true purpose of
the works of the nature, appears to be, to teach us to know and love their Author,

and all history and experience teach that that is their natural tendency.”

Long Life and Amusement

The first great fact in their favor is that the free use of them is conducive to long
life. “The average duration of life has in every instance kept pace with the
extension of civilization. The average mortality in England in 1801 was one in
forty-four. Twenty years afterwards, during which time great strides had been
made in all the arts and sciences, particularly those that add to the comfort of man,
the average mortality was only one in fifty-eight. In France, in 1781, the average
deaths were one in twenty-nine; in 1802, one in thirty; in 1823, one in forty. It is
estimated that the duration of life among the easy classes of England (J£[E) |
on an average, is twenty years more than among the same classes in Rome in the
time of Pliny. Professional men live longer on an average, than laboring men.
Annuitants, who are sure of a comfortable subsistence, live longer than either,
while those classes who have all the luxuries of life entirely within their reach
live to a still greater average age. Perhaps there is no class of people in the world
who live to a greater age than the nobility and gentry of England; and certainly no
class in the world enjoys so many of the rich gifts of a bounteous Providence. It
is a well-known fact that a series of plentiful seasons is always conducive to the
general health of the people of all classes, while disease and death always stalk
fearfully in the train of scarcity and want. The operative classes in England, and
the great body of the population of Ireland, - the latter the most scantily clothed

and the worst fed people on earth, - have but few aged persons among them, in
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comparison with the better fed classes in their own and other countries.

We also find that the free use of the bounties of nature improves the general

appearance of the human race.

Since their day (Pharisees)®, there has always been a large body of men who
distrusted the good things of life, as temptations thrown in their way to lead
them from duty. They had their origin in the belief that all the pleasures of life
were corrupt and corrupting, and that there was no safety but in vows of poverty,

abstinence, chastity, and penance. () PRI X 2 A

The early Xians, apostles, and martyrs were no ascetics.
Xnity then consisted in hating every thing lovely and tempting that God had
created, and in rejecting all his choicest blessings as deadly foes. It was the same

principle that is now held by those who teach hatred of the world and its joys.”

The effect of Ascetics

The influence of asceticism was not merely negative. It had its positive influences
upon the world. As soon as the people began to withdraw into monasteries, and reject
all the bounties of nature, they began to become superstitious, idolatrous, and infidel.
RS IR D KA IR0 1 | i R S < KEHIS
HEE LI
But it is in the excessive use of them (amusements)”; in the excessive love of
them; in the excessive indulgence in them.
Excess in any thing is bad.

) NIZHGHIC & B3 A

Contents of IIT Ch.

1. Treats of amusements and the testimony in favor of them drawn from nature
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2. Practical views of religious public in that respect now
3. Natural desire for society evidenced in the history of the infant mind
4. Alternation the great law of nature

5. Office of amusements

[# #6119 © Amusement |

The most I expect to do is to --- show that ‘- they are the natural allies of our

race in training us physically, morally, intellectually, socially, and religiously, for

happiness here and hereafter.

BHIH 7 HR T M
fR =T R ELED &

How far are we authorized to spend our time in social intercourse; in social
amusements; in the light-hearted diversions of the family and social circle; in

holiday, field, and rural sports and games?

Amusements O Ff5H |

Social Amusements

Sensual Amusements

Social discussion
Holy-day amusement
dancing

singing

visiting

social games

field sports

12
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Do we seem better fitted for society or for solitude ? Do we seem happier in

society than out of it? What is the law of our nature in that respect? 42
A H BRI NIATHE S = MOV S URBR AR 72 P3R5 K D BN
FMFRNE L) ILTFOEDBAL =TI WA P A e RBET RS ) L
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Those questions are easily answered. We do evince the strong desires for society;

and to show that this is not an acquired sentiment or taste, we have only to point 43
to the infant. The moment the eyes of the child are opened to consciousness, he
craves society, and testifies the most intense distress when threatened with the
shortest period of solitude. This cannot be said to proceed from fear, because we

see this principle exhibited in the child before he can have learned that there is

any thing at war with his happiness. This love of society, and fear of solitude,
reigns throughout the whole period of childhood. Children fly to companionship

as the bird to her young. They are never so happy as when in society, and never so 44
unhappy as when condemned to solitude.

RNRONROR ORERR

BH AT ZDDH D MEDHED
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Childhood is the only proper place to study human nature.

EHADRADRS ALK LD KV,
There is the place to learn the great first principles of our nature, and separate
them from mere customs and habits. Children follow their natural propensities;

men, their habits and their interests. 45

Society & & &5 Al natural law (275 < & DRI AT A D 5K = (K25 L&
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Lot

Warm hearted, cheerful amusements

%A D Variety and Change |

We learn from nature that every thing in her economy is formed upon the principle
of variety and change; that nothing, except the great laws by which matter and
mind are governed, is unchangeably fixed. Nature has its successive seasons,
and its alternations in every thing, from wet to dry, from heat to cold, from
light to darkness. All the vegetable creation has its alternatives, its budding, its
blossoming, its fruit season, and its apparent decay, again to revive, and bud, and
blossom, as before. All the animal kingdom has its allinnation, more or less has
mysterious and strange, always changing, never at rest. There is nothing in nature
that seems calculated for, or destined to, an unalterable stale of repose. So far from
that, everything seems predisposed to change. Such is peculiarly the condition of
man. A State of rest with him is a state of death. As long as life is in him, there is
continual alternation. Man is a harp of “thousand strings” and perhaps throughout
his whole life those finely-toned chords are never tasked twice precisely alike. The
changes in Nature keep her bosom always warm and bursting with blessings.

Man needs at times to be gay as well as grave.

Chapter IV

Testimony of revelation in relation to amusements.

ZHHIZIHBMNW, ABIIRH, #EROKHZRITHELOHNEZEE L
&L,
social hour DI L
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society = 5t F
“It is not good that man should be alone.”
IH3# 4=

MR= AT OREH (FEI12) k=1 Holydays & 1) 725

Contents of Ch. V 49

. Historical testimony in relation to amusements
. Universality of amusements

. Influence of our social relations

. Good-breeding only learnt in society

. Influence of amusements on children

. Tendency to keep heart tender and warm

<N N L AW =

. Examples, Socrates, Lucian, Virgil, Maecenas, Horace, Agesilaus, Frederic the
Great

8. Tendency of amusements, as seen in character of those classes that employ

them most

9. Denizens of cities 50

10. Rural population

11. Progressive character of large cities,

12. London, Paris

13. The amusements of best-informed classes, daily

14. Their tendency

|Sources of amusement |

The revelation leaves them. The latter only show that man was intended for a

world full of sources of amusement.”

15
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|Historica1 Testimony |

I begin by saying that amusements are as old as time, and almost as universally
diffused as light. All nations, both savage and civilized, have their amusements;
and, in most cases, they have national amusements, particular to themselves.
Of such were the feasts of the Jews, the Olympic games of the Greeks, the
gladiatorial shows of the Romans, the bull-fights of the Spaniards, the tilt and
tournaments of the knights of Provence, and the rural festivities of Old England.
Certain amusements we find pervading all nations and all classes. Such are

dancing, singing, hunting, and the various domestic and field amusements.

[Social Amusements D% |

We were made to be social beings, and that it was intended that we should derive,
not only our chief enjoyment from that source, but also our chief improvement.
We find such evidence, not only in nature, as revealed around us, and in the
whole economy of the great social, civil, and religious relations that are so clearly
of divine appointment. The principle, so early announced, that “it is not good
for man to be alone,” seems to have been kept closely in view in those great
organizations of society by which we are now bound together in the social ties of
family, kindred, religion, and country. By a law of our being, the moment we open
our eyes to consciousness, we find a social organization ready to receive us, with
open arms, in the family circle; as soon as our young minds begin to blossom, the
church welcomes us to its bosom in the tenderest of social relations; and when we
have reached manhood, town, city, state and national governments, are all waiting
to receive us into fellowship with them, and to send us forward to form new social
relations for ourselves.
|TABLE Amusementsl

HAOE®EZH LIV T by BKa6 L THEA B A VB, Family talking % 2 A
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|Social relations in Family |

They are the successive institutions of learning through which we are ordained
to pass in fitting us for the great duties of life ; the family circle being the great
primary school of them all, where there are rudiments taught that can be acquired
nowhere else. So, through every step of those social organizations, studies are
taught that are new, distinct, particular, and exclusive, that, if not learned there,
are never learned any where ; and if never learned, then our education is so far
imperfect.

R Society & D V5 ik

If we consider a moment, we shall see. immediately, that it is only by mingling in
society, and thus learning from one another, that we can hope to gain very much of
the most useful, as well as the most necessary knowledge. It is only a small part of
the really useful knowledge of life that we can gain from books. A man, brought
up from the cradle to manhood without going into society at all, though he should
master the whole Bodleian library, would still be a boor, when, he did venture into
society, since he would still lack the faculty of pleasing others and making them
happy. That is something that can never be learned from books. Practice alone
can command it. While true politeness and grace can never be acquired except in
society, so they can never be worn and exercised unless the heart has first been
taught to respond, in some degree, to those great and generous sentiments that
teach us to love our neighbors and seek to make them happy. The ‘art of pleasing’
can only be exercised by those who, for the time being, feel the desire to please.

The heart must be educated and improved before the manners are.

The influence of amusements on childrenl

The pursuit of amusements is the business of children; they follow them as a

hunter does the chase. Children brought up without amusements soon lose all of
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those, their loveliest characteristics, and become thoughtful, cold, calculating, and
hardened in all the selfish ways of the world. Z % K {HEIZ =FH % K & A
% M UM EE T HEL L, 2oBEC/NEOTLS KUF VEEO—
WD NFR=THEROMZEE B Z /MO Amusements 2B 5 Z & KY)
&0,

It has been remarked by a late traveller through the manufacturing districts
of England, where children are taken almost directly from the nursery into
workshops and factories, to toil from week’s end to week’s end, with scarcely any
intermission, except to eat and to sleep, that they appear like old men and women
in miniature, and go about the streets with countenances as thoughtful, and
apparently as burdened and perplexed with care, as their parents. That such would
be the result of denying amusements to children is apparent. But it has been found
by the British public, by observation, and further, by parliamentary investigations,
that, by thus interrupting the great order of nature, and placing children at work
when they should be at play, their growth is prevented, their faculties are palsied,
their morals are debased, and their healths are undermined.
COREEBR BN DRERRZ BH 97 Lo
Who are those, among your acquiaintance, who are the most simple and childlike
in their manners? Who of them enter into your feelings, plans, hopes, and desires?
Who are at once free, frank, open, sincere, kind, affectionate, cheerful, generous,
and hospitable, and seem to challenge the love of all whom they meet? Is it the
man and the woman who keep aloof from society; who seldom or never see
company themselves, and seldom or never let company see them; who have no
fireside amusements; who will tell you that they have no taste for such things? No!
You might as well look for those loveliest features of the human character within
the cloister at once, as to look for them there.

Were not their houses the very abodes of hospitality, their firesides the scenes of
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daily amusements, their doors the first to open to the social circle of your society,
religious or secular, and the last to be closed against any thing that tended to

innocent enjoyment?”

|Examples of Great Men |

The men who have been the most celebrated for varied knowledge, and at the same
time for childlike simplicity of manners and warmth of heart, have, in almost every
case, been the very patrons, as well as the ornaments, of society. Socrates, who
retained, in his old age, his youthful feelings and vigor, not only practiced singing
and dancing, and the gymnastics taught at that period, but was a pattern of all the
social virtues, even visiting the workshops of the mechanics, to engage them in
social conversation for their improvement. Lucian, Vergil, Maecenas, and Horace,
all great patrons of social festivities, games, and sports, most of whom lived to a
great age, and who all acquired unbounded fame, were mild and gentle in their
dispositions, without pretension in their manners, constant in their friendships, and
as vivacious and warm-hearted as children to the last. It is related of Agesilaus,
the Spartan prince and conqueror, so beloved by his subjects, adored by his army,
and who, by his energy, valor, and influence, was the savior of his city at the age
of fourscore, that he was not only so fond of light and cheerful amusements, but
so simple and childlike in his manners, that he joined in the sports of his children,
and once, when waited on by some of his courtiers, was found amusing himself
and them by riding around the room on a stick. A somewhat similar anecdote is
related of one of the most celebrated of the French monarchs, whom the Spanish
ambassador once surprised, participating in the sports of his children to such an
extent, that one of them was riding around the room on his back. %1t (2 #1251
%< VD Fredric the Great, of Prussia, always devoted some part of every day,

even in the face of the most adverse circumstances, to social amusements, to
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conversation, music, painting, and composition, one or all; and we find him,
during a long and arduous reign, when his word was law, the friend and confidant
of his subjects, to whom access was never denied, whom they all approached
without fear, and whom they all idolized. Numerous anecdotes are told of him,
showing how completely he carried, to his extremest age, the simplicity of feeling,
thought, and action, that characterizes the generous and lively sensibilities of
youth. Franklin, and Fox, and Marshall, and a host of others, that might be named,
are illustrious examples of the same rule.

A—=T—, TN—20, F&2BEANY L4 H And. Theo. Sem. DEFED F
V74

|Social Amusements

Needs in every where, in church, school, society, in country, in city, in home, any
etc. Practice is necessary even to make a good theory.

There are circles connected with religious societies, for the social enjoyment of
the benevolent ; social circles for the literary, and for the gay; and there are places

and modes of enjoyment for all ages, classes, characters, and conditions, in life.

LEEOMIEROERZ 73RS L& HELRD

Amusements as seen in Jewish Holy days and Festivals _

HAOIEA), HAOL5H S8

IR NGB Y ORE 2 5 A T EPEW (FE = RE H =388, B, W04
WAL, R, H2iEd 22 EDIT7 2 b RYWIHHE MEE IS U XA®
fEFEIZ IS U 4 % )V Amusements % B3 5 i,

They had more holidays than any other nations ever had, ancient or modern ;
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and they kept them more- strictly. Every fiftieth year was a year of jubilee, when
every debt was forgiven, every bondman was made free, and every possession
reverted to its original possessor; when for them to rejoice and be merry was as
natural as it would have been unnatural for them to have done the same on some
other occasions, when suffering rebuke for their offences. Every seventh year was
one long holiday for recreation and amusement; while, in each year, there were
numerous feasts and festivals, apparently expressly designed to bring the people
together, sometimes in families, sometimes in tribes, and sometimes the whole
nation. Their festivals of the wheat harvest, and of ingathering at the year’s end,
seem clearly to have been designed to assemble families together, and cement
them in closer bonds of union;

tabernacles 13 tribes @ %y Passover I3 Jerusalem (ZJLC male #9721,
JEM nation & —L=4 oneness Z XK L &2 A0, BNFE=HF L, —
BomziEe, BELLEZRLZWVALEZEOZEEOKRES % PR =k
OFEH Y 720 o HARDTHIM MO H EFIIEN 2 —HBANH & Fh
F=HHERY . RICHED 513020 o HEM 2R 70 L, XHAR=R
TEAZTFVI MRTRDS Ao

|Olympic Games of Greecel

Among the amusements that have prevailed in different ages of the world, the
Olympic Games of ancient Greece stand first for unrivalled celebrity. Those were,
at first, simply trials of skill in music, composition, and rhetoric. Soon, however,
they united with them gymnastic exercises, and the swiftest of foot, and the ablest
horsemen and charioteers, became competitors in the games. The celebrity of
these games extended, not only throughout Greece, but the world. They were held
every fourth year, and their coming was the signal for travelers from all parts of

Greece, and even from distant portions of Europe and Asia, to repair to Olympia, a
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town in Greece, where those games were celebrated, to witness them. The interim
between these games was spent by the candidates for Olympic honors in preparing
for the trials. Years and years were spent in training for the exhibition. The best
blood of Greece entered the lists as competitors for the Olympic crown. The
honor of the victor was so great, that it extended from him to his family, and even
to his country, and he received his crown amid the most tumultuous rejoicing.

Can any one doubt but that these games had a vast and controlling influence in
elevating the Greeks to their high state of cultivation ? When has the world ever

known such high incentives to strive after skill and excellence in poetry, music,

rhetoric, and in physical prowess, held out to the youth of any country, as were

thus presented by the honors of the Olympiad ? And how clearly we can trace their
influence ! Is it wonderful that a Grecian army bore down all opposition when
her soldiers had such training? or, is it strange that Grecian artists have achieved
such wonders in tracing the human form, with men for models trained, under
the Olympic influence, to such perfection of physical development ? If modern
sculptors cannot rival those of ancient Greece, the cause is apparent. They have no
such models.

To the same cause is to be traced their unrivalled proficiency #4& in music, poetry,
and oratory. The Olympic crown was an honor that few could win, but for which
all could strive; and hence while but few, comparatively, were enabled to reach the
goal, and win the prize, yet all were carried forward, either by actual competition,
or by the unseen, unfelt, but ever-active influence of emulation. i (X 1226
RhibbDnh, BREAMEHT D), AL A=V AXD%
NMi<o NDHILRZ & 2E=MBEOHMIMERDOLBLERY . NS
ARIIANZR LXC 24T, okEs, BUHEEH L.

The Olympic crown was constantly before the people, encouraging the aged to
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consecrate their sons to study, and animating the young to unwearied exertion;
and thus a current was created, bearing each generation farther on in the scale of
improvement.

TR [RW D] SR EENS 0P S RV EEES 1] 60000042
SRV SHRE BNV 1 R4 S RSP =°

|Roman Amusements |

In Roman history, we are taught, not only that amusements may be instrumental in
conducting a people to a high state of civilization, but may also assist in debasing
them.

The Forum _ #Hrzl D,

Romulus_

The Gladiatorial Festival Arena

At length, so unfeeling and inhuman did these shows render the people, that, from
criminals, they began to sentence prisoners of war, and at last their slaves, to those
terrible contests; and, as every depth has a lower deep, soon the people themselves
began to enter the arena as volunteers, first to contend with those wild beasts, and
at length with each other in mortal combat for the amusement of the populace.
And Roman mothers, at last, urged their children to engage in those combats, and
decreed them funeral honors. (FiE4T D ITIEEFEK) o

The Coliseum, one of the most magnificent edifices ever erected, said to be
capable of containing eighty thousand people, was appropriated to these barbarian
exhibitions. (BLEHDIIHEF T/ F )0 NDSANEPIXMHEL RS D D
D% Lo)
When the amusements of the people were diverted to the gladiatorial arena, their
glory began to depart. They lost their relish for the more intellectual, social,

and refined amusements of former days, and gradually partook of the ferocious
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character of those infamous exhibitions. Assassinations, riots, and anarchy,
became the order of the day, and their rulers, who had fostered this spirit in the
people, were, by one of those just and inevitable laws of Heaven, the first to feel
its terrible consequences. For a long time after, almost every one of them fell by
the hand of violence. AFRD BB A VE /7T E 7 3FE=KYLR D,

In this brief history of the Romans, we see clearly that there is a vast distiction
between different kinds of amusements, and that while some may be instrumental
in conducting a nationto greatness and excellence, others may be equally

efficacious in sinking them to barbarism.

The Chivalric Amusements of the Knights of Provence of France

A very striking illustration of the influence of amusements is to be found in the
history of the southern portion of France. In the course of the tenth century, there
arose, in that portion of France then denominated Provence, a class of minstrels
called troubadours, who composed and sang their own verses, and travelled from
village to village, from city to city, and from court to court, chanting their wild
and romantic melodies, and awakening in the people, wherever they went, a taste
for poetry and song. So popular did this class of minstrels become, that the arrival
of some of their number at the courts of the feudal lords was greeted with special
honor, and many of the most renowned knights of Provence assumed the garb
and staff of the troubadour, and went from court to court celebrating the praises
of their favorite hero or mistress. Thus dawned the age of chivalry. All classes
became more and more awakened to the enchantments of the poet's and minstrel’s
art, and were acquiring, day by day, a knowledge of, and a taste for, those
courtesies of life so often, the theme of the troubadour’s panegyric. The barons,
then sovereigns in their own territories, invited the neighboring knights to their

castles to contend in poetry and song, and at length to the more hardy and knightly
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encounter of the tilt and tournament, in the presence of multitudes of vassals and
retainers, and amid the assembled beauty of the court.

The troubadours, who were at first a very humble class of minstrels, led the
way, by the peculiar character of their productions, in the elevation of woman in
the scale of being. This they did, perhaps, quite unintentionally, by celebrating,
in their songs, the beauty and charms of some particular lady of the court where
they were entertained; and, as it was found not only pleasing but profitable to the
minstrel, woman soon became the chosen theme of their panegyric. From being
depressed, she was idolized. In the progress of time, under the mild and peaceful
sway of woman's influence, the south of France, the home of the troubadours,
began to exhibit rapid progression in all the arts of civilized life. While all of
the rest of Europe was constantly in arms, those portions where the minstrels'
art and influence had penetrated, enjoyed comparative peace; and, instead of
cultivating the art of war, they passed their time in cultivating the graces, and
enjoying the delights of social life. While the northern part of France, while
England and the northern part of Germany, were just emerging from a state of
semi-barbarism, the inhabitants of Provence were making great strides in social
and intellectual improvement. Music, dancing, and the sports of the tilt, and all the
graces and arts of social life, were carried by them to the highest perfection. They
continued in this peaceful, happy, and progressive state until about the middle
of the thirteenth century, during which time the fame of the chivalric knights of
Provence had penetrated to all of the courts of Europe, and the emperor Frederic
Barbarossa, of Germany, and Richard Coeur de Lion, of England, invited them
to their courts to receive instruction from them in the usages and ceremonies of
that knightly accomplishment. The greater consideration in which women were
held in Provence had begun to be felt in the courts of the more northern princes

and barons, and was beginning to exert its peaceful influence. Thus was it in
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Southern France, about the middle of the thirteenth century; and if we could do
no more than show that the amusement of the song, the dance, the minstrel, and
the tournament, had been instrumental in elevating woman, diffusing the arts of
peace, silencing the clamors of war, and carrying the people forward in the march
of improvement, far in advance of their neighbors, it would surely be enough to
convince any one of the importance of amusements, especially of those which are
social. But that is not all. A more striking fact is yet to be learned from the history
of Provence, showing how intimately social amusements are connected with
religious improvement, as well as civil.
AWWMWWWWA

In the age of chivalry, all the courtesies of life were there carried to the highest
perfection, even to the establishment of courts for the trial of offences against
good breeding and love; and there, too, may still be found a people evincing a
greater degree of native taste and grace than in any other quarter of the world.
ADHIDOIA K A X L “and it still continues, to this day, to be celebrated as
the land of poetry and song, and for beautiful and simple exhibitions of social

enjoyment.”

| DQ» N SINHD | KR X ¢ D7 NEFE K[ B &
L E 2VIRNERN IS ED IR R R ¢ D
ENRER DB WLESHMNEEES0PQ QLA K D°

0Old Amusements

New amusements may be introduced, but old ones are seldom forgotten. The
degenerate Italian may now be found sitting on the ruined arches of the Coliseum,
playing at the same game of mora which was played in the days of Caesars; and

the May-day and harvest-home of Xn countries are clearly of Jewish origin; cards,
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dice, draughts, and chess are of so ancient an origin, that, like the common law, “the

memory of man runneth not to the contrary,”

| TEIERT 17 R BERY excite X 287 117 to refine mannners” BREKIXEEN 587
KMPWIER QAT WHWIERQCE” | i S BENDIV A~ MXNFE
NEL™ EENE NED

SR« W VBBt {E V| BRI | Ky
RO N EENW A QIR °
Q-2 QW CEOR BT MR QIR CERSS RS
HORY EHORY MXIREECHS MXOHY #HmobEKE
)
Mﬂﬁﬂﬁsmh#ll QEWN HIQEWTE

K= EXWFHOLIwEDINE &RV ESs” mMENEL
R [ N KRGS

OBk FME S E< 1| # VS 02 CHIKH N ¢ © amusement s9TE
X ¢ D
I S $21-5)

O D0 BWRKRAPFAXFC-2 QR KWK 1| BIIFEVEO°
MFES<IKBRHRRXKRED? RECHE I HIVEWR X REAOEQHEE
KR40 R°
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SN CER SO TIRCWVE (SO NN KE N HOEL ¢
SRR QE-HER-DQ WHKE KRS

The nature and extent of that prejudice against dancing are well known.

SR, A EX DO L ESE prejuduce DEL XD OWHBAL N F LD
HE b o,

Do they say that it (% F')) is an unnatural, artificial amusement? Do they say that
it is foreign to our nature to indulge init (7 N') F4§2) ? No! It is an emotion,
like laughing or crying. It is one of the natural modes given us to communicate
our feelings and sentiment.

HREOTREOM L, BT I A M T2 585, BL7RR7 RN, 2
HRAD . SNFEHTY MR, LOBEF=RUHEEZELIAZZT,

With it, in pantomime, we testify the emotions of love, joy, gratitude, and delight.
So obvious is this, that it has settled into a figure of speech; and when we would
speak of one as expressing the highest delight, we say, “He danced for joy.” In
all ages of the world, and among all nations, man has been found to make use of
rhythm, or measured language, and the dance, or measured movements, to express
the most elevated feelings of love, joy, devotion, or patriotism.
(BADHEDF KWL T b, 8 (/) 9) FREFES F)

It comes more natural to the child to dance than to talk. (RKEBE, ¥, BT
Fpd oW BSZ D RNEKRY)

We can see the sentiment of it in the infant long before he can speak. No sooner is
he awake to joyful emotion, than he testifies his happiness by waving his arms and

his feet in measured movements. At a later age, his first exhibition of unexpected

29

101

102

103

104



and intense delight is instinctive measured movements- leaping and dancing.
BHRT Y RY—=T VT Y FY 7 —=47% L EY KO family % 5
v VI NN = 2R U s R E S0 T =4k 0 B S 13N S
naxLfieo s T FEHPLzREL L OW,

It is unquestionably true that the dance was employed by Jews as a religious rite.
We find Mariam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, with her women, celebrating
the most glorious era in Jewish history, by going out “with timbrel, and dances;”
(Ex. 15:20) and #f AD#i Y L5 (1 Chron.15:89) (2 Sam. 6:22, 23) David ®
Philistines (25 T/ % il A & “Singing and dancing” (1 Sam. 18:6) Psalmist-
Prophet Jeremiah 12 & (Psalm 30:11. and Lam. 5:14.)

Christ evidently sanctions dance- (Luke 15:26)

Mankind requires a certain of excitement, in the nature of amusement, and that if
they do not have it of one kind, they will of another. Some resort to devotion, some
to literature, some to music, some to music, some to dancing, some to painting, or
sculpture, or poetry, some to gambling, and some to drinking, and some to other
and worse modes of excitement.

(3% LA 257 Amusements @ TANESLIFIZE X =47 XL, HEFEHED
T EEHA,)

There is in nation, people, community, or individual, scarcely, without some one

leading source of excitement in the nature of amusement, if it is nothing more than

tea drinking or smoking. This seems to be a law of our nature.
K2 COT BT b DLEJE persuit AIVFHKRKEIR D,

Quixotic
We have our gymnasiums, riding, swimming, boxing, and fencing schools; our
clubs, and bowling-alleys, and promenades; and why are all of these places of
amusement resorted to and approved of. It is not a law of our nature to demand

exercise in the nature of amusement? Is not dancing as healthy an exercise as
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either of them? (PLATEET MNMIATE S EMORL LI ETH 5 AL)

[ 13 5 L RSB D 3t
Hiram = < (B LK)

If we look upon dancing in that light merely, we shall find it vastly superior, in

many aspects, to any of the other amusements just named. Most of those are,
in a measure, necessarily pursued by the sexes separately; and that is a serious
objection to any amusement. (75— A%k = RIFMATIZS d D EFEF) Neither
sex enjoys an amusement so rationally, or so innocently, alone, as they do in
company with the other sex. The sexes always exert a happy influence on each
other; and more than one half of all the vice that affects society, results from the
sexes separating in the pursuits of their amusements.

L ED) P HRAT O LBE T T

It is equally superior to almost every other mode of obtaining exercise, in another

particular. In mere R EH)  in rowing, riding, swimming, skating, and other
hardy sports of the same character, exercise alone is obtained. A man might pursue
some of those amusements all his life time, and yet never get any improvement
from them in the way of fitting him for social intercourse.

Dancing @ i I3 to soften and refine the manners and more us more and more

solicitors, as well as better able, to minister to the enjoyment of those around us.

[ i It dk = ) A L D E |

=% <. But it is not only had policy, as a moral amusement, to further

amusements that separate the sexes, but it is selfish in man to select those that
cannot be enjoyed in common, especially when we consider how fatally the want
of exercise preys upon (or on)* the beauty, and ever upon the health, of our fair

countrywomen, robbing there, in most instances, of half their charms before they
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have reached the meridian of life. They need to participate in all the amusements

of man. ) PRI & B 96 A

[ % Home dancing

If we were more in the habit of obtaining both exercise and enjoyments, daily,
from the dance, around the family hearth, I have no doubt it would make us all
happier and better, more graceful in our manners, more elastic in our spirits, more
temperate in our habits, more attached to our homes and kindred, and far more
cheerful and healthy, particularly if we would pursue the amusement as much as
our climate would allow, in the open air, as it is enjoyed in the South of Europe.

It is not mere kind and affectionate intercourse between kindred, around the
family hearth, that awakens those strong local and family attachments, that make
the scenes and friends of our childhood particularly dear to us. Home and friends
are remembered more by the common enjoyments, or even common sorrows, that
have been participated in and shared by the family, than by all other things put
together. Devotion, study, amusements, any thing that is pursued in common by
old and young, around the family alter, is productive of strong home feeling. (E
IEDAF— bR —2 %5 = EBIZAY 2 ) A= KPR .)

We see it evidenced very strongly, now and then, in the strong home feeling that is
exhibited in families where the parents make it a point to make home the happiest
place for their children for amusements; and not only -

KEIOR =2 ) =4 M/NE = home feeling & 2 FIZHMBEPIC LT/
RER=BEERANVONED

Whether common joys or common sorrows, create association, that, whether
joyous or painful, are still dear to them, and binds them together with cords of
love that neither time nor distance can entirely rend asunder. ¥ ¥R AN 8 1
BB B ® Dancing 5% TR T 5 1P 0 %o

32

112

113

114

115



Dancing - to soften, polish, and refine the manners; to give grace, ease, and

elasticity to the movements of the body.

[Theater/Drama/ £ )i |

ZRENEEHEBEEOYRE T VB H AR T Em =7 B ik v a b
HyZE LR BE Fh ML Hfogz Ne (BFEFLVE)=F) =
BANANLEEZBEIR_HILOLIERED,
OWBRIELIT 2T AT BNANERZ ) H=T 7 AWM=b 5 SIHIHE N
] H 2 0 XV A T S HESE T, 2R bl bEE N HHANE Lo

Ot &R + Amusement @ B4R

HEZFTNANVET AT LY P AMNADOBTRTI=T 5 X, A2
HIDIEBZXIDOR R LZZEEZE LS LEDR= AT PVEEANR
Lo BRI, ZEME, BEIRFARAT 2 ISR X &)V RV I ) E= X0 k)
V. BigTF )V Amusements & 7258, ERMI=@ < L, HILEIIA=S
ANTF INENAZEBELET 7TV,

There is no other one amusement that exerts so wide an influence as that; so,

too, there is no other one amusement that is so universally discountenanced by the
Christian church. Yet the drama had a religious origin. In its earliest history, it is
found employed by the ancient Grecians, in their secret religious assemblies, in
illustrating their mythological fables. Indeed, the sentiments and spirit of drama
are observable in the religious rites and ceremonies of all the ancient nations
and tribes with whose history we have been made acquainted; but remained for
Grecians to reduce it to science, and to give it laws. They first raised it from mere
pantomimic action, dancing and waving the arms, and posturizing, as used by man
in a rude state, and extended its scope until under the influence of those dramatic

martyrs, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, it took its place as the leading
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intellectual amusement among that great and refined people.

We find the drama, among the Romans, employed, also, at an early age, in
illustrating their religious fables, and in conducting their religious ceremonies.

But the modern, as well as the ancient drama had, also, a religious origin. We
find the first rude effort to give it system and laws in the mysteries and miracles of
the middle ages. Those were dramatic representations of a religious character, in
which the ecclesiastics of that day were the authors and performers. Those dramas
took their name from the character and design of those performances, which were
to illustrate the mysterious doctrine of Christianity, and give a lively picture of its
wonderful miracles wrought by its Founder and his apostles. These exhibitions
came into vogue in the twelfth century, and from that time became very popular
as a religious diversion, exercise, and amusement. at public festival, and on great
and solemn occasions. Some of those performances lasted several days and were
sometime intended to illustrate whole ages of scripture history. The Corpus
Christi, the famous Coventry mystery, beginning with the creation, and ends with
the judgment day. (See church history of Fisher and Caurgt H:1th)

The mysteries and the miracles were succeeded by the moralities. The latter, like
the former, were rude dramatic performances, conducted, generally by the lower
orders of the clergy. The entertainments were more didactic in their character than
former, consisting of moral discourses and dialogues between such characters as
Hope, Faith, Charity, love, and other of the Christian graces, personified, while the
subordinate parts of the play, designed to give point and force to the first, and to
amuse the audience, were carried on by Satan and his imps, under the cognomen
of Jealousy, Pride, Gluttony, Lust, Envy, Hate, and their brethren, the other evil
passions.

The moralities of the Middle Ages at length ripened into what has been called

the masque, or the masquerade, a more elegant and imaginative effort of the
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dramatic art than any thing that had preceded it in Northern Europe. It became a
fashionable amusement, in England, in the sixteenth century, being represented
on the stage by the first persons at court, with music, and dancing, dialogue,
costume, and scenery, while at the same time French drama was undergoing a
series of changes, sometimes improving, and sometimes deteriorating, until about
the beginning of the sixteenth century, when it began to assume its present form,
under the influence of Jodelle, a dramatic writer, and a disciple of the Greek
dramatists. Racine, Moliere, and Voltaire, in France, and Shakespeare, Jonson, and
Beaumont and Fletcher, in England, at length, by their unequalled, but sometimes
misdirected, genius, placed the drama on its present foundation.

In tracing the history of the drama, we find it, like every thing else that has a

natural origin, keeping pace with man’s improvement.

FIDZEBMTH DU 4 licentious and demoralizing L 725 & i ©
ERER LY ENIEZ%E M F 725 nations % instructing and elevating > 7 F )V
=#HiEF 1 o X intellectual culture and improvement D A& 1 o
The condition of England, France, Germany, and that of our own country
(America)*, among the modern nations, and Greece and Rome among the ancient,
furnish the best commentary on the influence of the Drama.
() USRS X B4 A
If the modern drama, in the beginning of the sixteenth century, was so licentious
that even the civil authorities interfered, and closed the theaters, and imprisoned
the actors, it must not be forgotten what was then the state of society. If history
can be relied upon, the drama could then scarcely “hold the mirror up to nature”,
as then exhibited in the lives of the people, not omitting the ecclesiastics, without
revealing a state of society so corrupt as to make their exhibitions objectionable.

Hence, when we say that the theatre was then corrupt, we only say that it was not
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behind the times.

Drama = #0kt
The Protestants adopted and cherished that hostility
ROBR_ZRNEINEDH Y LI L L R R B ELEHED .

|Dancing and Singing of All Kinds of Animalsl
oy B HAtZ B 2 B LA B e U3 ) TR LITE S oz
% =B 5§ RENFEHIRD instinct o A 22T 7 I3 HABMOHEL D

|System of Amusements |

System, system, system, is the great law of progress. If amusements are worth
having at all, they are worth having upon system. And still young are indebted

almost entirely to amusements for their social cultivation and physical training.

The great agencies in the cultivation of man are mental, moral, religious, social,
and physical culture.

We have our school; these are for intellectual culture. We have churches and
Sabbath schools; these are for religious culture. Where is there any direct
provision for the social culture and physical training of the young?

My object here will be to present the subject of systematic family amusements to
the parents, as a duty they owe both to themselves and their children.
EHABFER L TROREMD 5%,

The greatest object, with parents, should be to make home the happiest place for
their children. To that end, how important is it that the family circle should be
enlivened with innocent, cheerful, and agreeable amusements! home % happiest
place & % & SHIXUT = LK DAL & T 5 2 & 5 AR AT IZ AR ©
temptation % f <& AR
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Children must and will have amusements; and if they do not find them at home,
they will be quite sure to seek them elsewhere. (3% & Amusement % 75 & 111
ME X Amusements 7 3K#r~X1L,) A countless number of youth are ruined in that
way. “Where there is a will, there is a way.”

Swish, Germany and America 55 = CTIZ/MRE D% = Amusements % provide L
TH: company Z1E ) KICEEBEREE LT

In some of the Swiss cantons, and in many parts of Germany, an admirable system
exists, in relation to providing social acquaintances for the young, of both sexes,
which is worth of general imitation. Parents there make it a rule to provide a circle
of acquaintances for their children at an early age, suited to their station in life;
and the children meet, at stated periods, at the houses of the several members of
the circle, with or without their parents, as the latter may see fit, for the purpose
of mutual enjoyment. In this way, the parents secure to themselves the selection
of their children’s social companions, as well as the control of their amusements.
In the circles, the parents of the children plan their amusements as they do
their studies and oversee them in the same manner, and in that way make those
diversions bear a very important part in their education.

IHEFNE A family 103k A 2 & & %31 Lo Public SIFERN AR 22 T %
Home DRI & 25 A1 2

At home among friends

As a general rule, we should seek our social enjoyments among our own friends
and kindred. This is the natural source from which to expect it. But little real
enjoyment can be expected from those who are strangers to our fretting, hopes,
purpose, and desires and who consequently have no sympathies in common with
us. Such intercourse must always be cold, constrained and heartless. T3/

D #5125 & Social companionship & 1& ) Home {2 T4 Amusement
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¥ 5 I LB D BRIT temptation % & LR HAN = B CIdBk=TEE AW &
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But when we consider that health, happiness, morals, taste, refinements, all
depend, in a great measure, upon system, order, plan, and regularity, in the
employments of our leisure hours, it cannot fail to interest us in so worthy an

object.

Treats of the importance of having amusements frequent, and without parade

or expense.

B NG5 LK e 50 L, BRZID . Ulh. XIAHHE VWAL DD
DRNHEZHELDHRRD

There are two objections that are often urges against amusements, and with a
good deal force. It is said that they are apt to be pursued at unreasonable hours,
and that they lead to irregular and expensive habits. Under our present system
of enjoying amusements, they are subject to both of those objections. But those
faults arise from the false light in which amusements are viewed, and the wrong
mode of enjoying them. Where amusements are looked upon a part of every days
enjoyment, just as sleep, labor, food, and devotion are, there is no difficulty in that
respect. In those countries where the twilight of the evening is considered just as
much set apart for recreation and social enjoyment as the other parts of the day are
for those other duties that have been named, they seldom degenerate into scenes

of dissipation or extravagance. And there is no more reason to expect it than that a
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man who labors, and sleeps, and worships every day, should over-indulge himself 139

in those particulars. But our opportunities for social enjoyment are so seldom, that
the temptation to prolong them to a late hour is not to be wondered at. That only

shows that the appetite for amusement is like this natural appetite, if it is denied
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its reasonable gratification at one time, it will gorge itself to repletion at another,

when opportunity offers.
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Longfellow @& “The day is done”, Z#tts X Lo BHE AN,

|Dancing room of College |
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|Happiness and j0y|
(Bushnell)(John XV. II)

Happiness, according to the original use of the term, is that which happens, or
comes to one by a hap; that is, by outward befalling, or favorable condition. Some
good is conceived, out of the soul, which comes to it as a happy visitation, stirring
with receiver a pleasant excitement.

It is what money yields, or will buy; dress, equipage, fashion, luxuries of the table; 142
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or it is settlement in life, independent, love, applause, admiration, honor, glory,
or the most conventional and public benefits of rank, political standing, victory,
power.

All these stir a delight in the soul, which is not of the soul, or its quality, but from

without — Latin word “fortune”.

The radical idea then of jo_y is this; that the soul is in such order and beautiful

harmony, has such springs of life opened in its own blessed virtues, that it pours

forth a sovereign joy from within. It is not the bliss of condition, but of character.

There is, in this, a well-spring of triumphant, sovereign good, and the soul is able
thus to pour out rivers of joy into the deserts of outward extward experience.

Mr. Coleridge speaks of his own folly, with regret, because he was caught by
the temptations of fortune and now endures the bitter penalty.

“Fancy made me dreams of happiness;

For hope grew round me like the twining vine,

And fruits and foliage, not my own, seemed mine.”
HIEZEZCON L ) EH AV E /e
&L LT Amusement Z WA 1] Lo

|The Temptation from Amusementsl

The Hos, an Judean hid tribe, have, as we are informed by Colonel Dolton, every
year a great feast in January, “When the granaries are full of grain, and the people,
to use their own expression, full of devilry. They have a strange notion that at
this period, men and women are so over-charged with vicious propensities, that
it is absolutely necessary for the safety of the person to let off steam by allowing
for a time full bent to the passions. The festival, therefore, becomes a saturnalia,
during which servants forget their duty to their masters, children their reverence
for parents, men and women their respect for women, and women all notions

of modesty, delicacy, and gentleness.” Men and women become almost like
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animals in the indulgence of their amorous propensities, and the utmost liberty is
given to the gitls.
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