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We will continue to march forward, 
fulf i l l ing  the potential of women. 

Details

The university’s graduate school was launched 
with the establishment of the Graduate School of 
Human Sciences and Design (Division of Child 
Studies, Division of Food and Nutrition Master’s 
Program) with the support of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. Since then, development has 
continued, leading to the establishment of 18 
divisions in five schools: the Graduate School of 

Human Sciences and Design; the Graduate School 
of Human Life Science; the Graduate School of 
Humanities; the Graduate School of Integrated 
Arts and Social Sciences; and the Graduate School 
of Science.
 In 2021, marking the 120th anniversary 
of the university, the five graduate schools 
spanning the Mejiro and Nishi-Ikuta Campuses 

will be consolidated in the Mejiro Campus where 
the university was founded. The university will 
nurture students with broad knowledge and rich 
humanity along with specialized knowledge, by 
conducting education and research leveraging 
comprehensive capabilities. 

Duration of Study
The standard duration of study for the Master’s Program is two years. After completion of the Master’s course, students may pursue Doctoral studies for a minimum of three years. 
However, if there are extenuating circumstances such as being employed, the number of years of study may be three or four years for the Master’s Program, with no additional tuition 
fees.

Completion of the Programs
A Master’s degree is awarded according to the program taken when a student has been enrolled on the Master’s Program for two years or more, taken 32 subject credits, received 
the necessary research instruction, undergone a Master’s thesis review and passed a final examination. A Doctoral degree is awarded according to the program taken when a student 
has been enrolled on the Doctoral Program for five years or more (including the period of enrollment in the Master’s course), taken 32 subject credits (55 credits for the Graduate 
School of Science), received the necessary research instruction, undergone a Doctoral thesis review and submitted and successfully defended a doctoral thesis under examination.

School, Division and Program ／ Capacity ／ Degree Granted

April 1, 2018 (Scheduled)

School, Division and Program Capacity Degree Granted

The divisions and programs in each of the schools are as follows.
Students will attend the Mejiro Campus or the Nishi-Ikuta Campus depending on their school. Master’s Program Doctoral Program

Total 
capacity Master’s Doctorate

Campus School Division Program Number 
accepted Capacity Number 

accepted Capacity

Mejiro Campus

Graduate School of 
Human Sciences and 

Design

Division of Child Studies Master’s Program 10 20 20 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Division of Food and Nutrition Master’s Program 10 20 20 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Division of Housing Master’s Program 10 20 20 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Division of Clothing Master’s Program 10 20 20 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Division of Social and 
Family Economy Master’s Program 8 16 16 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Division of Home Economics Master’s Program 20 40 40 Master’s (Human Sciences and Design)

Subtotal 68 136 136

Graduate School of 
Human Life Science

Division of Human 
Development Doctoral Program 5 15 15 Doctor of Philosophy

Division of Living Environ-
ment Doctoral Program 5 15 15 Doctor of Philosophy

Subtotal 10 30 30

Graduate School of 
Humanities

Division of Japanese Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Arts Doctor of Arts

Division of English Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Arts Doctor of Arts

Division of History Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 6 12 3 9 21 Master of Arts Doctor of Arts

Subtotal 26 52 9 27 79

Graduate School of 
Science

Division of Mathematical 
and Physical Sciences

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Science Doctor of Science

Division of Material and 
Biological Sciences

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Science Doctor of Science

Subtotal 20 40 6 18 58

Nishi-Ikuta Campus
Graduate School of 
Integrated Arts and 

Social Sciences

Division of Social Welfare Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Arts (Social Welfare) Doctor of Philosophy

(Social Welfare)

Division of Education Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Arts (Education) Doctor of Philosophy

(Education)
Division of Studies on 
Contemporary Society

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 10 20 3 9 29 Master of Arts (Sociology) Doctor of Philosophy

Division of
Psychology

Master’s Program and 
Doctoral Program 14 28 3 9 37 Master of Arts (Psychology) Doctor of Philosophy

 (Psychology)
Division of Studies on 

Cultural Relativity
Master’s Program and 

Doctoral Program 6 12 3 9 21 Master of Arts (Humanities) Doctor of Philosophy 
(Humanities)

Subtotal 50 100 15 45 145
Total 164 328 40 120 448

◎See details of the Graduate School on your PC or smartphone
http://www.jwu.ac.jp/unv/admission/grd/　◎See the right side for inquiries on detailed information/Find out more  (Japanese only)





Gathering together, leaders of knowledge

In this division, students pursue how to live life by investigating the relationships 
and functions present between man and a variety of environments. Clothing, 
food and housing are perceived to be the environment surrounding life, and the 
natural scientifi c, socioeconomic and cultural aspects are examined. 

Division of Living Environment

In this division students focus their inquiry on the process of development from
perspectives such as education psychology, culture and the environment. They
investigate the formation and growth of the human body along with biological 
theory and study ways of maintaining and improving health.

Division of Human Development

Graduate School of Human Life Science

Although the Graduate School of Human Life Science is based on the existing Graduate School of Human Sciences and Design Master’s 
Program, it is a separately-organized three year doctoral program enabling interdisciplinary research on human life in general, to cater for 
the rapid changes taking place in the natural and social environment in recent years, without being fettered by the existing framework of
specialization. In addition to providing deeper research in individual specializations that form the basis for study, it is made up of two 
divisions — the Division of Human Development and the Division of Living Environment — to provide a broad and comprehensive
understanding of human life, advance research aimed at fi nding new dimensions, and achieve the aforementioned objectives. Students who 
complete study in the Graduate School of Human Life Science are granted Doctor of Philosophy degrees.







Studies of mathematical, natural, and social phenomena related to mathematical and 
physical sciences are conducted based on structural perspectives of mathematics, 
information sciences and physics. The division nurtures high expertise, enabling 
women to succeed as scientific researchers and technicians. Through training 
undertaken in the programs of this Division, students are expected to realize specifi c 
achievement as well as to broaden their understanding of related sciences. In the 
fall, fi rst and second grade students in the Master’s program are required to present 
their learning and research plans to deepen understanding of their own goals. In the 
Doctoral program, a similar meeting is held to improve students’ research strategies 
for successful completion of their dissertations.

Division of Mathematical and Physical Sciences

In the Division of Material and Biological Sciences, students are expected to 
understand the functional nature of various material and biological systems, 
and focus their inquiry on a specialized problem within this broad fi eld, including 
not only basic chemistry or biology, but also interdisciplinary studies, such as 
molecular biology, environmental science or physical chemistry. This Division 
consists of three Subdivisions: Material Function, Cellular and Molecular 
Function, and Physiological and Molecular Function, each providing several 
courses. Although students are expected to concentrate their efforts on specifi c 
research, they are also encouraged to learn subjects from other disciplines, 
resulting in a wider and richer perspective.

Division of Material and Biological Sciences

Deep insight and free thinking

Graduate School of Science

The Graduate School of Science is made up of the Division of Mathematical and Physical Sciences and the Division of Material and 
Biological Sciences. The former has three subdivisions the Mathematical Structure Subdivision, the Subdivision of Science in Information 
Systems Architecture, and the Structural Physical Property Subdivision, where research centered on mathematics, information sciences 
and physics is conducted. The latter is divided into the Material Function Subdivision, the Cellular and Molecular Function Subdivision, 
and the Physiological and Molecular Function Subdivision, and conducts research down to the molecular level centered on chemistry and 
biology. 
 All Subdivisions conduct research ranging from the fundamentals to the cutting edge, and through such studies, students acquire the 
skills of logical thinking and sound technique, making use of them when they go out into the world. In the process, fi rst grade students 
in the master’s program are requested to present their research plans and strategies, and those in the second grade present interim reports 
on their master’s theses in the Fall of every year. All faculty members and students attend both meetings and engage in intense discussion. 
This helps students to improve their research plans for successful completion of their dissertations, and to deepen their understanding of 
and interest in various scientifi c problems. A comparable meeting is held in the doctoral program. 
 In response to the interdisciplinary requirements of today, students are allowed to take courses in both Divisions, and we offer many 
opportunities to exchange opinions across the two Divisions. The faculty hopes that all students will gain deep insight and free-thinking 
capabilities before they enter society.



Tuition and Other Fees
Fees for FY2018 are yet to be determined. They will be 
shown on the university’s website once they have been deter-
mined in mid-December 2017 or later.
 For reference, the fees for FY2017 are shown here.

(1) Payment of expenses during admission procedures
Admission fee* 300,000 yen
Facility fee 100,000 yen

Total 400,000 yen

(Correspondence Learning Program in Home Economics)
Admission fee* 200,000 yen
Facility fee 50,000 yen

Total 250,000 yen

School

Human Sciences and Design

Human Life Science Humanities Integrated Arts and Social 
Sciences ScienceChild Studies,

Food and Nutrition,
Housing, Clothing

Social and Family economy
Home Economics 

Tuition (annual amount) 680,000 580,000 680,000 580,000 580,000 780,000

Student Personal accident and
Liability Insurance
(fi rst year only)

(Master’s) 2,430 (Doctoral) 3,620 (Human Sciences and Design) 820* A surcharge of 40 yen for the Division of Food and Nutrition and 50 yen for the Graduate School of Human Life 
Science is charged for the additional coverage for the prevention of contact infection.

(2) Payment of expenses after admission Units: yen

(Notes) 1. An annual amount of 100,000 yen (50,000 yen for the Correspondence Learning Program in Human Sciences and Design) must also be paid for the facility fee from the second year onward.  
2. Tuition and facility expenses from the second year may be paid separately for the fi rst and second semesters.   3. In addition to the above fees, etc. experiment and practical training fees may be required.
4. The annual amounts of fees, etc. to be paid by long-term students (applications may be made by students in the Master’s Program who are (1) “Adult Applicants” and (2) “Teacher Certifi cate Applicants (other 
than the Divisions of Child Studies, Home Economics and Psychology) differ from those shown above.    5. For long-term students in the Correspondence Learning Program in Human Sciences and Design, tuition 
(annual amount) is 390,000 yen, facility expenses (annual amount) are 40,000 yen, and student personal accident and liability insurance is 1,160 yen.

Scholarships
Scholarship programs for graduate school students include the Japan Student Services Organization scholarships, the university’s own internal 
scholarships and tuition fee reduction and exemption programs, as well as scholarships offered by local government and private foundations.
 The scholarships listed in the table below include fi nancial aid and those based on academic and personal records or thesis reviews.

For International Students/ Name Standard Loan Amount Number Notes

Tuition Reduction System for Privately Financed
International Students

Privately funded international students with “student” 
visa status who are in economic diffi culty Grant 30% of tuition All students who meet the 

requirements

Izumikai/Mejirokai International Student Support Fund International students enrolled in the university Grant Determined based on review All

Izumikai International Student Academic Encouragement 
Prize Students with excellent academic and personal records Grant Determined based on review A few students

Monbukagakusho Honors Scholarship for Privately
Financed International Students

Students with excellent academic and personal records 
who have diffi culty studying for economic reasons Grant 48,000 yen (FY2017) A few students

All Graduate Schools/ Name Standard Loan Amount Number Notes

Naruse Jinzo Memorial Prize Prize for academic and personal excellence in memorial of 
the university’ founder Jinzo Naruse Grant 100,000 yen Persons who have completed

the Doctoral Program

Japan Women’s University Prize for Academic Excellence Persons attempting to independently conduct excellent 
research Grant Half reduction of second semes-

ter’s tuition *

Japan Women’s University Graduate Scholarship
Persons who require fi nancial aid due to a sudden change 
in home fi nances (used in emergencies and urgent situ-
ations)

Loan Equivalent to half a year’s tuition A few students

Morimura Memorial Prize

Students who have produced particularly outstanding 
results in specialized areas, aim to make social contribu-
tions in the future, and meet the requirements to be able 
to submit a Master’s thesis or Doctoral thesis within the 
fi scal year.

Grant 500,000 yen A few students

Japan Women’s University Prize for Outstanding
Extra-Curricular Achievement

Persons with good personal and academic records who 
have excellent achievements in areas such as women’s 
education, social activities, academia, culture, art or sport.

Grant 200,000 yen One person

Message from an international student

Every time I am asked why I chose Japan Women’s University, I proudly answer: “Because it was my dream.” I 
left the publishing company where I worked to study picture books in earnest, and proceeded to Japan Women’s 
University, which is where a children’s book author I admire graduated from. For me, Japan Women’s University is 
a place where I can learn the stance of women who shone in different eras and develop the ability to contribute to 
society as a woman.

2nd year, Graduate School of Human Sciences and Design

Yiran Jiao (China)

*One person in each division of the Graduate School of Human Sciences and Design and the Graduate School of Human Life Science, and up to two people in each division in the  Master’s Program and
Doctoral Program of the Graduate School of Humanities, the Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Social Sciences, and the Graduate School of Science will be awarded the grant.

Scholarship programs are subject to change without notice.



How to Apply
See the Application guidebook for details.
URL  http://www.jwu.ac.jp/unv/admission/grd/application.html

Eligibility for Application
(1) Master’s Program
 (i) Persons who have completed 16 years of school education in a foreign country, or are expected to complete these by March 2018.
 (ii)  Persons who have completed 15 years of school education in a foreign country, and are deemed by Japan Women’s University to have obtained the necessary credits in the 

Graduate School with excellent grades.
(2) Doctoral Program
 (i) Persons expected to be granted a degree equivalent to a Master’s degree in Japan or a foreign country, or are expected to be granted this by March 2018.

Preparation for Application
International students must submit the following documents in addition to the documents specified for each Division.

(i) Letter of recommendation from the President of the applicant’s previous university (or graduate school) in any format, with a signature.
  If there are unavoidable circumstances for not being able to submit a letter of recommendation from the President of the school, this may be substituted by a letter of  

recommendation from the academic supervisor.
 (Letters of recommendation from Japanese language schools are not accepted.)
(ii) Certificate of Japanese language proficiency
 Submit any of the following documents.
 (a)  Certificate of Japanese language proficiency: Persons who currently attend or have previously attended a Japanese language school should have this issued by the 

Japanese language school etc. It must state attendance and items on the level of progress (proficiency) in reading, writing, speaking and listening.
 (b)  “Certificate of Result and Scores” of Level 1 or N1 issued by the Japan Educational Exchanges and Services (formerly Association of International Education,  

Japan).
(iii) Certificate of residence (including nationality, status of residence and duration)

* (i) and (ii) are not required for persons who have graduated (or are expected to graduate) from a Japanese university.
*  Application documents issued in languages other than Japanese and English should be accompanied by a Japanese or English translation. The translation must be prepared by a translation 

company. Translations by the applicant are not accepted in principle.
* If you intend to stay temporarily in Japan for the examination and submission of these documents is difficult, please inquire at the Admissions Office.

Application for Admission
 (Women to whom the following apply)

Application Periods
Graduate School of Human Sciences and 

Design
Graduate School of 
Human Life Science Graduate School of Humanities Graduate School of Integrated Arts and 

Social Sciences Graduate School of Science

Master’s
Program

Division of Social and 
Family Economy

 (February)
・

Master’s
(Secondary)

Doctoral Program Master’s Program

Doctoral Program 
・

Master’s Program
(February)

Master’s Program

Doctoral Program
・

Master’s Program 
(Secondary) exclud-
ing the Psychology 
Field in the Division 

of Psychology

Master’s Program

Doctoral Program
・

Master’s Program
(Secondary)

Application 
Period

2017
Aug 21 (Mon)

~
Aug 25 (Fri)

2018
Feb 5 (Mon)

~
Feb 9 (Fri)

2018
Feb 5 (Mon)

~
Feb 9 (Fri)

2017
Sep 15 (Fri)

~
Sep 22 (Fri)

2018
Feb 5 (Mon)

~
Feb 9 (Fri)

2017
Aug 31 (Thu)

~
Sep 6 (Wed)

2018
Feb 5 (Mon)

~
Feb 9 (Fri)

2017
Aug 2 (Wed)

~
Aug 8 (Tue)

2018
Feb 5 (Mon)

~
Feb 9 (Fri)

Examination 
Date Sep 14 (Thu) Feb 24 (Sat) Feb 24 (Sat) Oct 23 (Mon) Feb 21 (Wed)

Sep 30 (Sat)
Oct 1 (Sun)

(*)
Feb 24 (Sat) Aug 31 (Thu)

Sep 1 (Fri)
Feb 20 (Tue)
Feb 21 (Wed)

Announcement 
of Results Sep 15 (Fri) Feb 26 (Mon) Feb 26 (Mon) Oct 24 (Tue) Feb 22 (Thu) Oct 2 (Mon) Feb 26 (Mon) Sep 4 (Mon) Feb 23 (Fri)

Admission 
Procedures 

Period

Sep 19 (Tue)
~

Sep 25 (Mon)

Feb 27 (Tue)
~

Mar 5 (Mon)

Feb 27 (Tue)
~

Mar 5 (Mon)

Oct 25 (Wed)
~

Oct 31 (Tue)

Feb 23 (Fri)
~

Mar 1 (Thu)

Oct 3 (Tue)
~

Oct 10 (Tue)

Feb 27 (Tue)
~

Mar 5 (Mon)

Sep 5 (Tue)
~ 

Sep 11 (Mon)

Feb 26 (Mon)
~

Mar 2 (Fri)

*Only the Division of Psychology conducts 2 days of examinations. Other Divisions from the Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Social Sciences conduct their examinations on the second day in the 
table above.
The application forms must be sent from within Japan by simplified registered mail (postmarked within the application period).
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Mejiro Campus
Graduate School of Human Sciences and Design; the Graduate School of Human Life 
Science; the Graduate School of Humanities and Graduate School of Science
2-8-1 Mejirodai, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo
112-8681

Nishi-Ikuta Campus
Graduate School of Integrated Arts and
Social Sciences
1-1-1 Nishi-Ikuta, Tama-ku, Kawasaki, Kanagawa
214-8565

Mejiro Campus Access
・from JR Yamanote Line, Mejiro Station
 about 15 minutes on foot or 5 minutes by bus
・ School bus for Japan Women’s University
 get on at Mejiroeki-mae
 get off at Nihon Joshidai-mae
・ Tokyo Metropolitan bus heading for
 Shinjukueki Nishiguchi/Chinzanso
 get on at Mejiroeki-mae
 get off at Nihon Joshidai-mae
・ Tokyo Metropolitan Subway Fukutoshin Line
 About 8 minutes on foot from Zoshigaya Station (exit 3)
・ Tokyo Metropolitan Subway Yurakucho Line
 about 10 minutes on foot from Gokokuji Station (exit 4)

Nishi-Ikuta Campus Access
・from Odakyu Line, Yomiuri Land-mae Station
 about 15 minutes on foot to university
・from Odakyu Line, Mukogaoka Yuen Station
 about 20 minutes by bus for Japan Women’s University
 get on at Kitaguchi No.3 stop
 bus runs 2 to 3 times an hour ; free of charge
・ from JR Nambu Line, Inadazutsumi Station and Keio Line, Keio-Inadazutsumi Station
 about 12 minutes by bus
 get on bus for Ikuta orikaeshijou
 for university, get off at Nihon Joshi Daigaku Higashimon, then about 5 minutes on foot

Website  http://www.jwu.ac.jp/     E-mail  n-nyushi@atlas.jwu.ac.jp （2017.6）

Shinjuku is Japan’s leading shopping district with many 
commercial facilities and offi ces.
 The photograph is of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government Building, which is symbolic of Shinjuku.

Asakusa has long been a tourist town
surrounding Sensoji Temple.
 The Kaminarimon or “Thunder Gate” is a
popular spot for photographs.

Shibuya is on the cutting edge of the latest 
trends in fashion and music. It is around 30 
minutes from the Mejiro Campus.

The terminal station that could be called 
Tokyo’s front door.
 The red brick construction leaves quite an 
impression.




