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est little Japanese girl at present would be a great mistake. She is not yet fitted to
take a part in the world along with men, in any political sense at least. She has be-
hind her—too close behind her—so many centuries of seclusion.

“For the American woman it is different; she is alert, up-to-date, already out in
the world of thought and industry, already the companion of man and entirely able
to take her place in the political life of the nation. It seems to me that to deny suf-
frage to the already capable, progressive, and ‘emancipated’ American woman is a
foolish thing. Some time in Japan I shall favor, as I now favor in America, such a
movement, But not yet.”

Dr. Naruse has come to this country this Fall partly to make a further study of
American colleges and their progress in the past nineteen years, and partly to for-
ward the international work of the Concordia Association. This organization is the
movement for universal peace through international friendship and tolerance that
Dr. Naruse first set on foot in Japan several months ago. The association grew first
from the Japanese realization that the problems of the varying religions in Japan
must somehow be met and solved.

Followers of the Christian, Buddhist, and Shinto faiths live and work side by
side in Japan, their sons and daughters educated together. It was the effort to bring
together the peoples of the different religions in an equal zest for brotherliness and
peace that suggested the Concordia movement. Now the association is spreading to
other nations, and is including the consideration of all economic, political, industri-
al, as well as religious problems.

In the pursuance of both his aims in America Dr. Naruse has already visited the
colleges, both for men and women, of New England and the Middle West. During
the remainder of his stay here he will study the problem of education in and about
New York and Philadelphia. It is possible that as a result of Dr. Naruse’s visit
scholarships may be established by which girls from the Japan Women’s University
may take advanced work at some of the women’s colleges here.

“After all, they are more alike than you in America realize, and they are getting
more alike all the time,” said Dr. Naruse, “the girls of America and the girls of Ja-

”

pan.
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tarian spirit.

“The great majority of our graduates marry. About 10 per cent become teachers
in the various high schools of the country. Ten per cent more write. A great many
become trained nurses. Some few—not many—go to medical schools and become
doctors. We have a few woman doctors in Japan, no woman lawyers. The profes-
sions and occupations for women are, of course, not open to anything like the ex-
tent that they are in America. And yet every year we see a progress.

“And our students become more like yours. They have the same zest for learn-
ing, and they have great aspirations. Then, too, they are just as interested in athlet-
ics as are American girls. They play basketball, field hockey, tennis, all your sports,
as well as the Japanese games. They study much the same things as you girls do—
mathematics, physics, chemistry, botany, zoology, mineralogy, ethics, psychology,
history, history of art, pedagogics, English, hygiene. And in addition they have
courses in sewing, horticulture, philosophy, Chinese as well as Japanese literature,
domestic science, and—what will no doubt seem strange to an American—eti-
quette! You see, the Japanese etiquette is such an elaborate thing that we really
must study it along with our other courses. And so if you go to the college you will
see the students going through with, for instance, the ornate tea ceremony as a part
of their curriculum.”

There are four departments in the university—domestic science, English litera-
ture, pedagogics, and literature. Certain academic requirements are common to all
courses. The standard is what an American college girl would call “pretty stiff.”
The life of the college, with its student boarding houses, its clubs, its athletics, its
“self-training” organizations, is in many ways very like a college of our own.
Looking over the catalogue of the Japan Women’s University one realizes what the
President means when he says that he is impressed with the similarity between

Japanese and America girls.

No Suffragists in Japan.

There is no woman suffrage movement in Japan. Dr. Naruse is a suffragist when
he is in America, but he is not a suffragist in Japan.
“In Japan we have no suffrage movement, nor any interest in suffrage. We are

not ready for it yet. To urge so-called ‘women’s rights’ for the quiet, retiring, mod-
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of Japan must be Japanese education, not modeled too closely upon even the best
of foreign systems. So Dr. Naruse made a closer study than he had yet done of the
living conditions and the needs of the women of his own country, and then he went
to America to study education in the country where it had made the greatest prog-
ress.

In 1896 the leaders of Japanese thought who believed in the higher education of
the Japanese women held a meeting to consider the establishment of a university
for women in Japan. For four years Dr. Naruse and the other advocates of college
education for women went all over the country soliciting funds. In April, 1900, the
university was opened. It has revolutionized the women of Japan. And the argu-
ments that were urged against it sound strangely familiar in our ears.

It would make women proud and conceited, the Japanese men said; it would
cause them to lose the refinement and mild demeanor characteristic of Japanese
womanhood; it would lead them to eschew home life, housework, child nurture,
and even marriage, and to seek an independent and free life; and in some mysteri-
ous way it would injure their health and unfit them for motherhood.

“These criticisms have been met and answered one by one,” said Dr. Naruse,

“just as they have been met and answered in America and England.

Educated Women Human.

“Our aim was, and always will be, to educate women as human beings, as wom-
en, and as members of the community. There is always a widespread tendency to
regard woman merely as a tool or machine, destined solely for service at home and
for the propagation of the race; we feel the need of combating that view, in educat-
ing women as human beings with aspirations of their own. But we emphasize
home life as a woman’s chief sphere, and we aim, sanely and broadly, to fit her for
it. Her place in the home is not as a tool or ornament, but as an active partaker in
the national spirit. We aim to avoid both conservative and radical extremes. We
want our graduates understand their own special mission in life, as free agents. In
the past women have not realized the worth of their own personalities. They have
been willing to be treated as ornaments. We are not working for any so-called
woman’s rights, but for woman’s consciousness of her worth and responsibilities.

And we do not seek to inculcate cosmopolitanism, but to forward a really humani-
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The college woman is an all-around woman. I know of no better word than ‘healthy’
to sum up her attitude toward life and the benefits of her education. The very fact
that her college course puts off marriage and the cares of womanhood for several
years makes, it seems to me, for better physical health.

“In America your women have always been quite free; education has but helped
along their greater emancipation. But in Japan it is the entire seclusion of women
that has gone down before the woman’s college.”

The story of the establishment of higher education for women in Japan goes
back to an experience of Dr. Naruse when he was a boy of seventeen. It was the
year in which Smith and Wellesley Colleges were founded in this country, and
Newnham Hall opened as an adjunct to Cambridge University in England; Japan
was just getting over the revolution. An incident that brought Jinzo Naruse, only a
boy then, into sudden contact with all that was worst in the ignorance and enslave-
ment of the women of Japan aroused in him the quick determination to do some-

thing for women’s education.

Fight Against Woman’s Inefficiency.

It was years before anything could be done. But when Jinzo Naruse was a man,
and educated at Phillips Andover and at Clark University at Worcester, he began
and won his fight for a system of education to do away with what he had begun to
call women’s inefficiency.

Dr. Naruse’s first work for women’s education began when he founded a school
for girls in Osaka. The school, known as the Baikajogakko Institution, is a Chris-
tian school. The Women’s University is non-sectarian. In 1883, the year in which
Bryn Mawr College was founded, Dr. Naruse opened another school for girls in Ja-
pan, and was eagerly preparing the way for the establishment of a college when the
reaction of twenty-one years ago against the “Europeanization” of Japan crystal-
lized the old-fashioned criticism against education for women in declaring that it
made them unfit for their real function in life.

However active the so-called “Nippon Shugi” movement was in the opposition
against women’s education, it had its influence upon young Dr. Naruse’s mind. He
did not believe that patriotism was to be served merely by keeping hold of the old

“national principles,” but he did come to understand that education for the women
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she is not, as a rule, so capable of spontaneous self-sacrifice as is the woman of the
Orient. The American woman is sometimes accused of being spoiled. Now, I do
not think that she is spoiled, and I do not think that she is selfish. Rather, I think
that she is an individualist, struggling still—even she has yet to struggle—for the
full development of her individuality. In this struggle she may be relentless. But I
do not call that selfishness, and I think it is perfectly natural. I personally think that
the Japanese girl’s power of renunciation is a fine thing, and I do not want to see
her lose it; I must admit, too, that I'd like to infuse some of it into the American
girl. But I certainly do not consider the American woman selfish or spoiled. She is
merely alert and aggressive.

“Two things impress me particularly as I come back to study the progress of ed-
ucation in America. One is the growth of technical schools for women and the oth-
er is the problem of co-education and the way it is being solved.

“When I was here the last time co-education was not a problem at all. It was
simply ignored. In the past years it has grown to be a real problem with you, and
you are solving it admirably in letting people take a choice. I don’t believe in un-
limited co-education, and I don’t believe in unlimited segregation. I believe in suit-
ing the case to the circumstances and individual demands, and that is just what, in
America, you are able to do. You have your colleges for women only, like Vassar;
you have your regular co-educational colleges like Oberlin, and you have your co-
operative colleges like Harvard, where the girl students have the same courses and
the same lecturers, yet are not educated altogether with the boys. And excellent
things all these are.

“The development of the technical school is very interesting to me. When I was
here before you had your academic woman’s college, as you still do. But now I
find two other kinds of institutions—the very technical woman’s school, to teach
the technique of ‘woman’s work,” such as is exemplified in the Carnegie Institute
in Pittsburgh, and the general technical college, like Simmons College in Boston. I
find these both most interesting developments of the higher education of women.”

Dr. Naruse’s plea for the “higher education” is founded almost entirely upon
health—physical, mental, and spiritual health.

“The atmosphere of a college is a healthy atmosphere,” he said, “and the influ-
ence of a college is a healthy influence. It makes for a sane viewpoint. It gets a girl

away from a one-sided femininity. It gives her whole nature a chance to develop.
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Keenly alive intellectually, thoroughly healthy morally, wide-awake, interesting,
charming, the American woman still needs poise. Then, too, she could learn, I
think, self-sacrifice from the Japanese. The American woman is not a self-sacrific-
ing type.

“In Japan I hold up the American woman as a model; I speak of her alertness,
her intelligence, her self-reliance, her breadth of view. These are fine things. They
are things that I wish the girl of Japan to acquire.

“But I wish I could hold up the young woman of Japan as a model to the Ameri-
can, too. For in all her zeal for an education, in all these past twelve years when she
had to fight for an education, down to this present day when she need fight no lon-
ger, the Japanese girl has never lost her repose, her quiet, self-possessed bearing;
she is always perfectly poised. And that is what I should like to teach to your stren-
uous American girls,

“The American woman has changed a great deal since I was in America last,”
Dr. Naruse went on. “Then I met comparatively few college women, and the do-
mestic and academic types were more apt to be differentiated. I was not at that
time so struck with the personality of the American woman, I think she has ad-
vanced a good deal in the past nineteen years.

“Also since I was here before it has become possible to see the real results of ed-
ucation on the lives of women. I can see, coming back to America, how the educa-
tion and emancipation of the American woman are making for a healthier life. The
argument that college education will stand in the way of a woman’s domestic ‘ca-
reer’ has always been urged; as I return to America and meet your American wom-

en again I see how futile and wrong that argument is.

Value of an Educated Woman.

“The educated, intelligent woman is the better wife and mother, the better home-
maker. She is an intelligent housekeeper if she keeps house. She is a friend and
companion to her husband and not a plaything or a domestic servant. She has an
individuality of her own, and so she makes her home happier and directs it more
wisely. Coming back to America, I can see that these things have happened. We
have not had education long enough to see them happen in Japan.

“The American woman is often called selfish,” Dr. Naruse went on. “Certainly
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en are like yours. It is twelve years since the Women’s University at Tokio was
opened. At that time there were only sixteen high schools for girls in all Japan.
Now there are more than 200. There are about 1,100 students in the Women’s Uni-
versity, about the same age as your students at Vassar and Bryn Mawr. And you
should see them play basket ball!”

The Women’s University in Tokio was frankly modeled, not on any one Ameri-
can college, but on the general system of education in America; and Dr. Naruse ad-
mits as frankly that although he had no desire on the one hand to underrate or on
the other hand to make over his fellow-countrywomen, he had the American girl
and her manner of living in his mind when he began to urge the education of the
women of Japan.

“The woman of America is, I think, unique,” he said. “When I say that she is the
most progressive and the most aggressive woman on earth I think I sum up my idea
of her—an idea that, by the way, is founded on the observation of my life here
years ago and of what I have seen in this past month in America.

“The American college for women is the standard of higher education for wom-
en all over the world. There are, of course, notable scholars in every country, yet
the average American young woman is without doubt the best-educated young
woman in the world, Her horizon is broader, her life is at once more free and more
sane. She is more alert, more interested in what is going on outside her own life.
Her personality is, I think, more vivid. She is thoroughly progressive; she leads the

women of the world.

American Women Too Aggressive,

“When I say that the woman of America is somewhat too aggressive, I do not
mean that she is not womanly. On the contrary, she is most womanly; that is a part
of her progressiveness; it has taken the women of America to show the women of
England that women can fight for suffrage without losing one bit of their womanli-
ness, and the womanliness of the American woman stands attested by that. But she
is too aggressive in her progress, just the same. She pushes out so—so strenuously.
She has not enough repose of manner. She is not well poised. She isn’t quiet
enough. She’s a bit—" Dr. Naruse made an expressive gesture before he found the

adjective that fitted it— “she is too—too jerky.
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JAPAN’S WOMEN GROWING LIKE THEIR
AMERICAN SISTERS

Dr. Jinzo Naruse, President of Japan Women’s University of Tokio,
Says While Our Women Are Best Educated and Most Intelligent in
the World, They Could Learn Poise and Quietness from the Japanese.

“When I was in America nineteen years ago what impressed me most was the
vast difference between the Japanese and American young women. What impresses
me now is their similarity.”

Dr. Jinzo Naruse, founder and President of the Japan Women’s University at To-
kio, paused for a moment, and smiled, quizzically.

“The American woman is the best educated and the most intelligent woman in
the world,” he said. “She is the most progressive and the most aggressive of wom-
en. But she would do well to learn something of the poise and the quietness of her
Japanese sister. In Japan we are trying to give our girls the splendid education of
the Americans, whom we admire so much. But I have often thought that even the
girls of America could learn from the Orient.”

Dr. Naruse is the man who first introduced the “higher education” for women
into Japan. More than anyone else in Japan—probably more than anyone else in
the East—he has worked for the education and the emancipation of the women of
the Orient. That the Japanese woman of to-day is, as regards education and free-
dom, much more like the woman of America than she is like the Japanese girl of a
quarter of a century ago, is something for which she has Dr. Naruse to thank. The
establishment of the first woman’s college in Japan meant for Dr. Naruse the fight
of years; what it meant for the young women of Japan amounts practically to revo-
lution.

Dr. Naruse is visiting in this country now. Educated in America, acquainted with
American institutions, counting many friends among American scholars, he is re-
turning to this country, after an absence of nineteen years. And what he sees in
America to-day impresses him more strongly than anything else has done, he says,
with the progress that women have made in Japan.

“You would be surprised,” he said, “to see how much, after all, our young wom-
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