HA &+ KREXFEH - SCEMER M 2015 4 E 2R A 84 E

‘Thoroughly to unfold the labyrinths of the human
mind’ Distributed Cognition and Women Novelist’s

Representation of Theatre in Eighteenth-century
England

“Thoroughly to unfold the labyrinths of the human mmd Dlstrlbuted Cognition and Women Novelist’s Representation of Theatre in
Eighteenth—century England”

IR NTFGAH —
VI ARAT +— RN REHFRZ

Professor Ros Ballaster

University of Oxford
AT A =T 07— (RRKRZEEBHZ)
TUwr R TRy (B A& TR H)
2015 4= 10 A3 H (+) 14:00-16:00 SNE/HLUIAL RE
HARZ - RKEHBASYL /2 FiRLiE Keaz%k=
RIVWE o0 0228 Dr. Alex Watson ( )




(AAFEICEDIIWEDEIRIT RO EiERD

-Sarah Fielding and Jane Collier, The Cry: A New Dramatic Fable (1754)

This research paper explores representations of theatre in the writing of such
eighteenth-century women as Eliza Haywood, Sarah Fielding, Charlotte Lennox, Jane
Collier, Frances Brooke and Joanna Baillie. In particular, these writers engaged with
theatrical conventions of performing mind through the body (gesture, point, and voice).
Professor Ballaster will show how each of these writers are preoccupied with the ways
in which ‘mind’ and its variation through the passions can be signified through
embodied performance, focusing on Eliza Haywood’s The Dramatic Historiographer
(1735), Sarah Fielding and Jane Collier's The Cry: a new dramatic fable (1754),
Charlotte Lennox’s Shakespeare Illustrated (1753-4) and Frances Brooke’s periodical,
The OId Maid (1755-6). The paper concludes with a discussion of Joanna Baillie’s Plays
of the Passions (1798, 1802, 1812), investigating the connections between cognitive and
textual or diegetic forms of representing the mind and the body.

Ros Ballaster is Professor of Eighteenth Century Studies in the Faculty of English, and
Professorial Tutorial Fellow at Mansfield College in the University of Oxford. She has
published widely in the field of eighteenth-century literature and has particular
research interests in women’s writing, the novel, oriental fiction, and the interaction of
prose fiction and the theatre.
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